
Excellencies, distinguished guests, all. 
Good afternoon! 
How wonderful it is to be here together in Carajás, in the Amazon region of Brazil. 

As you know, the Global Foundation has, for many years, acted as a global civil society platform,
to enable like-minded leaders from many backgrounds to meet from time to time, in significant
locations, to discuss some of the most pressing issues facing the world. 

Our approach is based upon leadership by ‘business, with purpose’, in full partnership with civil
society, faiths, institutions and governments. 

Opening remarks from Steve Howard, 
Secretary General of the Global Foundation

Our Global Project, ‘Shaping Global Governance, Climate and Nature’, was launched in Rome in June 2024

In Rome last year, we launched our Global Project, to help shape global governance to
generate action and private sector leadership and partnership on climate change and the
preservation of nature. 

As a powerful symbol of the leadership role played by enlightened business, Gustavo Pimenta,
now CEO of Brazilian mining company, Vale,  presented Pope Francis with a silver flower, the
emblem of Carajás, the Brazilian village in the Amazon where Vale conducts its major operations.
It was a remarkable experience for us to enjoy that encounter with His Holiness on the steps of
Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Our Rome Roundtable continued our tradition over the past 27 years of bringing together leaders
from many backgrounds in various global locations, including the Vatican. Several of our Rome
meetings included meetings with His Holiness, the late Pope Francis. This Latin American Pope,
from the global South, constantly embraced and encouraged our work. It was a very special
patronage and privilege. 

https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Global-Project-Update-August-2025.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/rome-roundtable-2024/
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https://globalfoundation.org.au/brazil-emerges-as-the-amazon-calls-us/





