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Statement from the Global Foundation — the Carajas Roundtable
22 August 2025

Our Carajas Roundtable in the Amazon delivers on hopes and expectations, in a moment
of remarkable global convergence on care for our common home.

The Global Foundation convened its most significant global roundtable meeting for the year in Carajas, in the
Amazon region of Brazil, from 13 to 15 August, 2025. It was hosted by Gustavo Pimenta, CEO of Brazilian mining
company Vale, also a Key Partner of the Foundation. Vale operates the largest iron ore mine in the world at
Carajas, where it also preserves and restores the Amazon forest at a very large and impressive scale. The
roundtable was convened in partnership with CEBRI, Brazil's principal international relations think tank. Over
three full days, the Roundtable brought together 50 leaders from Brazil and from across the world, from
business, civil society, institutions and governments, to discuss the progress and likely outcomes from Brazil's
hosting of the United Nations annual climate change meeting (COP30) this November and to integrate Brazil's
efforts into the world, including through the continuing Global Project of the Global Foundation, ‘Shaping
Global Governance, for Climate and Nature'.

The Global Foundation participants in the Roundtable were: from our leadership group, Sharan Burrow, AC, Co-
Chair of our Global Project and global advocate for a fair and just transition, and Steve Howard, Secretary
General; also senior figures from global business, including Olivier Bahabanian, Country Chair, Brazil, Total
Energies, which is also a Key Partner of the Foundation; senior diplomats, including HE Sophie Davies,
Australian Ambassador to Brazil and HE Delia Albert, Former Foreign Secretary of the Philippines;
representatives of global institutions, including the United Nations, the International Labour Organisation, the
World Trade Organisation and the International Chamber of Commerce; representatives of global faith-based
organisations and of the World Benchmarking Alliance.

Key documents from the Roundtable may be accessed as follows: Vale's Media Release, CEBRI's Highlights,
Steve Howard's Opening Remarks, Gallery, Program, Participant list, Speaker Biographies

This statement reflects the views of the Global Foundation. It will be expanded into a more comprehensive
report which will be widely circulated.



https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Global-Project-Update-August-2025.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Global-Project-Update-August-2025.pdf
https://vale.com/w/vale-cebri-and-the-global-foundation-discuss-sustainable-patways-for-cop-30-and-beyond-in-the-amazon-1
https://vale.com/w/vale-cebri-and-the-global-foundation-discuss-sustainable-patways-for-cop-30-and-beyond-in-the-amazon-1
https://cebri.org/en/midia/642/cebri-discusses-climate-transition-toward-cop30-directly-from-carajas-para
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Opening-remarks-from-Steve-Howard-Secretary-General-the-Carajas-Roundtable.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/gallery/
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Carajas-Program.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Participant-list-the-Carajas-Roundtable.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Speaker-Biographies-the-Carajas-Roundtable.pdf

Four hopes and expectations realised

At the closing session of the Carajas Roundtable on 15 August, Global Foundation Secretary General, Steve
Howard, revisited the four hopes and expectations for the meeting that he had outlined in his opening
address on day one. Here are those four points and Steve's conclusions, including direct quotes:

Expectation 1. ‘That this meeting will help Brazil's plans for COP30, particularly with a view
to outcomes and implementation, and a leading role for business, in partnership with civil
society, working alongside government and international processes’
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‘What a fantastic success this roundtable meeting has been! We have
witnessed in these past days, the strong evidence of the private and public
sectors working together, to achieve major practical legacies for Brazil as well
as for the planet, that will flow from hosting the COP meeting in November.

Specifically, here in Carajas, we have seen the outstanding leadership of Vale in
ensuring that business and the environment can be fully complementary and
not in conflict. We need exactly this kind of enlightened business leadership and
partnership for the sake of the future of our planet.

We've enjoyed open and frank discussions about the role of the mining industry in accelerating the energy
transition, through decarbonisation. Significantly, the discussions highlighted the role of the private sector
as a whole in delivering solutions for climate action and scaling-up nature positive outcomes. Of
particular interest were multiple initiatives already underway and in prospect for forest conservation and
preservation at both national and global scale. It was wonderful to better understand the role that the
Amazon can and does play in stimulating bio-economic outcomes that also serve a just transition for local
populations’

Expectation 2. ‘That this meeting will act as a further bridge to help elevate understanding
and regard for Brazil in the world’

‘No more condescension from the global North to the global South! Brazil has
emerged on the world stage and will deliver a brilliant COP with lasting impact
in Brazil and globally. No more ‘Stray Dog Complex,' Brazil! You have shaken off
your national inferiority complex, with very good reason!

We will look back on this time as a tipping point for Brazil and it's also a tipping
point for the global South and for the world as a whole!

Expectation 3. ‘That this meeting will help to bring about Brazil's own further global
engagement, from business, civil society and government, working globally with and
through the Global Foundation and our global network.
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https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Opening-remarks-from-Steve-Howard-Secretary-General-the-Carajas-Roundtable.pdf
https://globalfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Opening-remarks-from-Steve-Howard-Secretary-General-the-Carajas-Roundtable.pdf
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/tropical-forests-forever-fund-boosts-international-support-and-positions-itself-as-a-new-global-model-for-climate-finance
https://cebri.org/en
https://sbcop30.com/
https://vale.com/what-we-do
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